The Superpowers and the Middle East
to use its influence to curb the radical Syrian leaders who talked
of a liberation war against Israel, and since the United States
and the other Western powers were not in a position to do
anything about it, the only deterrent lay in the use or threat
of Israeli force. Syria, on her part, made it known that in the
event of another Israeli attack she would invoke her defense
agreement with Egypt.
On 13 May 1967, Nasser received diplomatic reports which
claimed that Israel was building up her forces for a military
attack on Syria on 17 May. On 14 and 15 May, the UAR
began major troop movements in the Sinai region. This was
followed by a formal request to the U.N. Secretary General U
Thant on 18 May 1967, to withdraw the U.N. Emergency
Force (UNEF) from the Gaza Strip and the Sharm-el-Sheikh
area; and finally, on 21 May 1967, Nasser announced the block-
ade of the Gulf of Aqaba and the closure of the Strait of
Tiran to Israeli ships.
According to the London Times, the demand for the with-
drawal of the UNEF was "a calculated piece of Nasserite in-
transigence", and that he did not expect the demand to be met,
at least, not at once. At that stage all he was aiming for was
"a diplomatic furore which would effectively spike any Israeli
pre-emptive action against Syria."1* The U.N. Secretary General
U Thant, however, to the amazement of the Egyptians capitu-
lated within 24 hours. The Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban
protested that Nasser did not have the power to order the
departure of the U.N. Emergency Force.17 This decision, accord-
is Times (London), 28 May 1967.
** Israel contended that the former U.N, Secretary General, Dag Hanv
marskjold, had stated in a (secret) memorandum dated S August 1957,
that since the UNEF bad been set tip by bilateral agreement, there were
two parties to the bargain. The consequence of such a bilateral declara-
tion was that, "were either side to act unilaterally in refusing continued
pressure or deciding on withdrawal ... an exchange of views would be
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